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Amid harrowing Journeys*of abu,oss, and survival, Hawala

unveils the untold stories of African migrants fighting for freedom
and dignity, exposing the dark realities of human trafficking while
celebrating the resilience and strength of the human spirit.



SYNOPSIS

Hawala is a documentary that serves as both therapy and a journey into
the human soul, recounting the harrowing experiences of Mohamed,
Yeyinou, Natacha, and Zakaria, African migrants who are victims of
trafficking. Through their voices, stories of abuse, violence, and betrayal
emerge, faced along dangerous paths leading to Italy. The film portrays
their shift from an initial reluctance to share their experiences to an
emotional catharsis, revealing the indelible scars left by these events.

The testimonies include Natacha’s story, seven months pregnant, who
discovers she contracted HIV and transmitted it to her daughter; Yeyinou, a
victim of sexual violence and ritual mutilation, struggling against trauma
and suicide attempts; Mohamed, who fled political instability in Cote
d'Ivoire, surviving slavery and torture; and Zakaria, a minor abandoned in
the desert and subjected to violence, now at risk of losing his sight.

The universal voice of Binta, speaking in Mandinka, amplifies shared grief
without the need for translation. The documentary denounces the
trafficking and exploitation system associated with "Hawala," once an
ancient money transfer method, now turned into a nightmare of violence
and corporate profits. At the same time, it celebrates the resilience of those
undertaking these perilous journeys to claim freedom and dignity, urging
reflection on the dehumanization of lives reduced to the value of a wad of
cash.
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*Enis Mule Director of the documentary HAWALA

Enis Mule ventures into the world of directing with his first
documentary movie HAWALA. Whileit is his first experience as a
director, he had had accumulated a significant artistic experience.
Hehad debuted as a mime in theatre shows and in experimental
dance notably in the TaoArt of Taormina and a programmer at the
"MigrArti Film Fest” Film Festival in Sicily in 2018. This festival
focused on crucial themes such as integration, peace and
brotherhood among peoples, thus reflecting Enis' commitment to
promoting positive messages through cinematic art.

*SABAH BENZIADI Director of the documentary HAWALA and director of photogrphy
Sabah, born in Algiers, Algeria. HAWALA is the first documentary feature film that I've directed together with
humanely and emotionally. My artistic career spans different areas: | am a theater, dance and short film dire
also a choreographer and director of photography. For years | have passionately dedicated myself to the re
movements of the body and the visual arts in experimental cinema. | have had the privilege of being a d
to play the role of Artistic Director of the festival of cinema MigrArti Film Fest at Caltabellotta.
| have collaborated W|th various teIeV|S|on and film festivals, and multtmedla productlons contnbuﬁl"?;é"-“?i

These roles allow me to actively contribute to the valorlzatlon and the promotion of c1ne.m_a_tcg__ra_.ph_;_g:ﬁ:g;__;_; att
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CINE UNION APS

CINE UNION APS

is an association dedicated to social inclusion, education, and culture. Our activities include
well as the organization of film festivals and screenings.
Winner of the 2019 Fermenti Grant from the Italian Presidency of the Council of Ministers with the |
filmmakers and international citizens deeply committed to shedding light on contemporary social issue

Engaged in connecting with other social organizations and cultural initiatives, we facilitate the dissemi
international scale.
Our fruitful collaboration with the cultural association Sabah, already established as organizers \and ]m

mission to promote social dialogue through the powerful language of cinema. We aim to ch
society.
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Main Crew
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Contact

We will be pleased to answer any further queries you might have

Phone Email WebSite
+393392190606 cineunion2022@gmail.com https://www.hawala-movie.com/




